INTRODUCTION

IN the brief sketch of Mill's life and character that I am
about to give, I propose to make very slight reference to
his home life and domestic surroundings. I have been
so fortunate as to secure from Miss Mary Taylor a short
paper on this subject, embodying the information which
she acquired from her father Mr. Algernon Taylor, and
from her aunt Miss Helen Taylor, with whom she lived
for a few years.

The family of Mill1 sprang from a part of Scotland,
on the slopes of the Grampian chain, that is famous for
the production of metaphysical talent. James Mill, the
father of John Stuart Mill, was the eldest son of a small
shoemaker, who appears to have been an honest and
intelligent man, but not notably different from his neigh-
bours. The shoemaker's wife was believed to have been
brought up in better circumstances, her descent in the
world being due to the fact of her father joining in the
Stuart rising of 1745. At all events, she set her heart
from an early date on bringing up her eldest son as a
gentleman. In this ambition she was greatly encouraged
by the marvellous precocity that young James soon dis-
played. From the parish school of Logic Pert he passed
to Montrose Academy, where he stayed till nearly eighteen.
During the whole of his youth he was never once called
upon to assist in his father's trade, or to work in the
fields, or to do any other manual labour. His parents
succeeded, not only in dispensing with his assistance, but
in finding the money to carry him through a continuous

1 The name Mill is the same as the common Scotch name of Milne. In
James Mill's birth register, indeed, his father's name is spelt Milne. For this and
other statements concerning James Mill, the authority is Bain's "Life of James
Mill."

